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There seems to me to be no reason to doubt the
accuracy of the statement made in the letter from which
I have given the foregoing condensation. I wish it were
possible to say that this is only a rare instance. Instances of
this character occur often enough to call for a drastic
remedy. One remedy is undoubtedly to publish every such
case and expose it and create a healthy strong public
opinion against repetition of such crimes against woman-
hood. But local agitation, whenever such immoral alliances
are impending, is no doubt the most effective. According to
this correspondent, the first attempt on the part of this
old progenitor of eight children was frustrated because of
timely agitation. I wonder why such an agitation did not
take place in the present instance. Surely many people in
the locality must have known about the attempt to secure
possession of a girl of tender age for the old widower. I
wonder why agitation was not set on foot immediately to
save the girl from a life of torture and misery. But in my
opinion, if local public opinion can be mobilized, it is not
too late even now to help the girl wife. I gather from the
correspondent's letter that the widower seems to have been
a kind of a philanthropist at one time. May he not be
persuaded to put the girl away from him at the Seva Sadan
or some such institution for education, and then, when she
'is of full age, be given the choice either of living with him
or regarding the marriage bond as a nullity ? But whether
in the present moribund condition of society such a step
is possible or not, there is no reason why young men of
undoubted  character  should  not form themselves into
bands of mercy pledged by all just and legitimate means to
prevent child marriages and to promote wherever possible
remarriage of child widows. The two things appear to me
to go hand in hand. These bands of mercy, to be able to
do effective work, must localize their activity. They will
find that in the course of a few years they would become
an irresistible force. The majority of our towns have after
all a very small population each, and it is not impossible
to know when immoral bargains such as the correspondent
has drawn attention to are contemplated or to know the